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Telling our Story 



Launched: www.VisitKent.com  

http://www.visitkent.com/


Kent Valley: Innovation Happens Here. 

Reminding the region both of 
Kent’s legacy and Kent’s promise. 
 
Blue Origin 
Laser Motive 
Hexcel Corporation 
Boeing Space, Security, & Defense 
Hytek Finishes 
ThyssenKrupp 
Carlisle Interconnect Technologies 
Amazon Fulfilment Center 
Et. Al.  
 

Left: Ad Place Puget Sound Business Journal 



Downtown Development 
The Platform 

• Occupancy increasing; 
Platform is over 60% full 

 

• Rents proved and drawing 
developer attention 

 

• More sales for downtown 
businesses  



Downtown Development 
Kent Station 

Today’s Construction On-Schedule  

for 2Q 2016 Occupancy 



Place-Making 
Downtown: Energy & Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Welcome to Michael Tolleson’s Art Center 

 

 



Place-Making 
Downtown Parking and Infrastructure 

New, welcoming parking signage 
shows availability in downtown zone 
 
Re-striping downtown spaces more 
efficiently and consistently 
 
Looking ahead:  

• Sound Transit – Funds for 
 Station Access  Improvements 

 
• City-owned lot management 

 



Place-Making 
ShoWare Celebrates 2 millionth Guest 



Identifying Redevelopment Opportunities 

Utilizing EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant Funds, Staff have 
Identified 37 Opportunity Sites for Redevelopment.  

Catalyzing Change on the Meeker Street Corridor  



Attracting Anchor Retailers 



R.E.I. Discussion: Expanding in Kent 



Kent is Competing for FAA Regional HQ 



UAVs: a Kent Opportunity. 

The tech, talent, and companies are 
here in the Kent Valley. 
 
Working to create a focal point for 
the industry in Puget Sound.  
 
Green River College UAS Degree: 
Opening equipment to entrepreneurs 



Speaking of Amazon… 



Speaking of Robots… 
Washington FIRST Robotics: HQ in Kent 

Held their State Championship at ShoWare 



Looking Down the Line 

• FAA HQ Final Decision: 
this March 

 

• Marketing Kent’s Brand: 
Next Steps 

 

• Sound Transit Link Rail: 
draft EIS in March 

 

• Comprehensive Plan: 
Updated Code 



Sound Transit: Decisions Coming 

March EIS Draft  * Preferred Alignment  June ‘15 by Sound 
Transit Board * Late 2016 Project Selection 



• Comprehensive Plan Update 

 

• Looking at simplifying land use 
regulations and removal of 
some zoning impediments to 
development goals 

 

• Also examining expanding 
zoning, like  M1C, to allow for 
more targeted retail in Valley 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions? 


